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University of Montana gradu-
ates leave school with an average 
of $20,532 in debt, according to the 
most recent study conducted by 
the Institute for College Access and 
Success. 
The study looked at the gradu-
ating class of 2011 and surveyed 
1,057 public and private four-year 
colleges across the country. 
The ICAS concluded that the 
average 2011 Montana graduate 
debt — including Montana State, 
MSU-Billings, MSU-Northern, 
Montana Tech, UM-Western, Car-
roll College and Rocky Mountain 
College — was $24,113.
 That number is below the na-
tional average of $26,600 and places 
Montana 27th on the list of states 
with the most student debt. The list 
includes the District of Colombia, 
but excludes Alaska, Delaware and 
New Mexico because of reporting 
see pages 8-9
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BIOLOGY DEAN 
LENDS LENS TO NATURE
See RAMPS, page 4
Adidas in hot water with UM
The University of Montana 
is serious about looking into 
accusations about labor viola-
tions committed by apparel 
licensee Adidas in one of the 
company’s former Indonesian 
factories. 
In a meeting Friday with 
representatives from UM stu-
dent group Students for Eco-
nomic and Social Justice, UM 
President Royce Engstrom 
agreed to send Adidas a letter 
requesting more information 
this week. 
Before UM considers action 
against Adidas, more research 
needs to be done, said Peggy 
Kuhr, interim vice president 
for integrated communica-
tions. 
“The president is interested 
in the student group’s request, 
and he would like to know 
more … We would like to 
ask Adidas where they stand 
in the concerns brought for-
ward,” Kuhr said. 
According to the Worker 
Rights Consortium, Adidas 
has not paid $1.8 million to for-
mer workers of the company’s 
Jessica Roden
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PT Kizone factory in Indonesia 
after it closed in April 2011. 
Since the start of Septem-
ber, Cornell University and 
Oberlin College have both sev-
ered ties with Adidas over the 
severance pay. 
“Other universities wouldn’t 
influence us as much as the in-
terested and aware students” 
Kuhr said.
Ketti Wilhelm, spokesper-
son for SESJ, said she does not 
think Adidas will pay the sev-
erance to workers.
“I don’t want to put words 
in their mouth, obviously, but 
 CAMPUS
Bicycles locked to the rail-
ings of accessibility ramps 
have been blocking the way for 
students with disabilities. Uni-
versity Police Sgt. Ward DeWitt 
said students call officers to cut 
the bike locks and impound 
the bikes to clear the walkway.
“(The bikes) impede the 
ingress or regress in and 
out of buildings, all around 
Ashley Nerbovig
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Parked bikes 
make ramps 
inaccessible
 CAMPUS
Total UM
student debt  
below average
Austin Green
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See DEBT, page 3
 CAMPUS
Abbi Hoerning (left), a double major in elementary education and art education, works with media arts student Michael Workman (right) to apply 
paint to a wooden steamroller print cutout Wednesday in the parking lot in front of the Fine Ats building. The cutouts had to be constantly wet with 
the black paint before being used for printing. This is the 12th year the Art Department has produced the steamroller prints. The artists will walk with 
their steamroller prints in the Day of the Dead parade in Missoula Nov. 3.
Stacy Thacker/Montana Kaimin
ROLLING OUT A MASTERPIECE
based on other experiences, 
I expect they will be evasive 
and continue to give the ex-
cuses they’ve been giving,” 
Wilhelm. 
She said it usually takes 
months of campaigning for 
University administration to 
take any form of action. 
Although Engstrom will 
sign the letter to Adidas and 
have the final say, Wilhelm 
will collaborate with Kuhr on 
the letter. 
If Adidas does not pay 
the workers severance by 
See ADIDAS, page 5
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HISTORY COLUMN
By Blake Reynolds
This history of hipsters
CURRENT ANTIQUITIES
I am not afraid of the truth. I will not shy away from the real issue 
that needs to be covered on this campus. I am speaking, of course, about 
long-boarders. They must be dealt with. I can’t walk the Oval without 
them nearly running me over. They drown out the beautiful sounds of 
Montana with the incessant rolling of their oversized wheels. The worst 
thing, I fear, is they get the lazy little hipsters to class on time. 
The above emotional outburst was, of course, a jest and dramatiza-
tion, but it is rooted in a real problem of our current counter-culture. 
Hipsters display their otherness with an overriding sense of apathy. 
They share a pride of their lesser-known experiences to exert superior-
ity and mysticism. Hipsters are also subject to the same consumerism 
and subconscious conformism as the rest of us, much to the shame of 
their hippie predecessors. 
The people who should hate hipsters most are the founders of the 
original unkempt, American counter-culture: hippies. The hippie 
movement of the 1960s, starting in San Francisco’s Haight-Ashbury dis-
trict, created a world-wide phenomenon of self-awareness and awaken-
ing. The hippies had the peace sign. Hipsters, on the other hand, are 
too cool to even say hi. Hippies had the Summer of Love in ’69 and 
Woodstock. Hipsters make their parents buy them tickets to Bonnaroo 
or Sasquatch (Sasquatch recently was sponsored by Esurance). Hippies 
had free love and hallucinogenic drugs. Hipsters take prescribed atten-
tion-deficit medication. Hippies protested war and some even formed 
a fringe terrorist group, the Weather Underground Organization, re-
sponsible for a series of bombings in the ’70s. Hipsters could not put a 
political platform together if someone put a gun to their heads. 
  Hippies were able to rally together under threat of the draft and 
had the advantage of a large base of youths, known as the Baby Boomer 
generation. It is hard to make excuses for our times when we experi-
enced two wars, economic depression and a social media that has ev-
eryone on the same (Facebook) page. This is why the hipster counter-
culture has yet to develop meaningful traits. We are all so in tune with 
each other’s lives and the events of the world, it is hard for anything to 
develop on its own without being chewed up and swallowed by our 
current mass-media instant gratification machine. The result of this 
24-hour stalk on our own mainstream culture is a group that values 
the periphery, but is absorbed and popularized faster than it can create 
rational and quality characteristics to stay on the periphery.  
I’m not trying to emulate Nixon by shaking my jowls at you and tell-
ing you to get a haircut and a job. I am pleading with hipsters to stop 
doing things when you don’t have the slightest inkling about its back-
ground or historical meaning. Instead, understand why you do what 
you do, and, if it isn’t useful, stop. Stop explaining why this Japanese 
cartoon from the 1950s makes so much sense to you in a uniquely spiri-
tual way: You saw it online with about 2 million other people who also 
read the little excerpt at the bottom, which you are now reciting to me 
verbatim. Find something truly meaningful you found on your own, 
even if it is mainstream.  
 The only real non-conformists I see on campus are the one or two 
people riding a unicycle. But, God, please do not let that be the next fad. 
blake.reynolds@umontana.edu
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I feel a responsibility to 
people with disabilities. I 
have ever since I became one 
of them in my early teens. 
But I’ve never felt shame 
because of my disability 
until my recent visit to Dis-
ability Student Services. As 
a student registered with the 
campus DSS, I was genuinely 
excited. I envisioned walk-
ing into the office and being 
greeted with sensitivity and 
perhaps a bit of friendliness. 
Sadly, this was not to be. 
Instead, I was awkwardly 
glanced over by two seem-
ingly confused and indif-
ferent students. I asked the 
male one, who was slumped 
over behind a desk in a swivel 
chair, if I was in the right place. 
He scoffed a barely audible, 
“Yeah.” From the start of this 
encounter, I was uncomfort-
able. And disappointed. And 
reminded of another recent 
visit to DSS in which I wit-
nessed a young, female student 
in a wheelchair asking a girl at 
the front desk why she found it 
impossible to get to her class-
es. The girl behind the desk 
looked at the frustrated girl in 
the wheelchair with the same 
“deer-caught-in-headlights” 
expression I was evoking from 
these people.
Several questions became 
apparent after my visit to 
DSS.  Who are the people 
working at Disability Stu-
dent Services? What makes 
them qualified to have this 
job? Are they hired simply 
because they apply, the same 
way janitors are hired at the 
University of Montana? 
The disability student 
minority of this campus is 
a unique population, as it is 
in every location. They de-
serve a kinder acknowledg-
ment than the experience I 
described. They deserve sup-
port and uplifting recogni-
tion from the moment they 
roll through the doors. 
Laura Tonnessen
Junior, social work
IT WAS THE SECOND day of high school basket-ball tryouts. I had finished the practice session and 
was propped up on a deep blue 
La-Z Boy recliner in my friend 
Josh Smith’s  house. Kirk (Josh’s 
dad) entered the room where I 
sat and kidded, I thought, about 
the likelihood of me making the 
varsity basketball team. Here I 
was, a 140-pound, 6-foot gangly 
sophomore in high school, sup-
posing I had a shot to bang with 
bigger, more powerful bodies at 
a varsity level, all thanks to Kirk. 
He didn’t see my physical limi-
tations; he saw a big heart and 
pushed me to believe in myself. 
He was a second father to me. 
Kirk is my best friend’s dad, 
and on Tuesday at 4 p.m. in St. 
Peter’s hospital in Helena, he 
died.
Kirk battled cancer off and 
on for the past eight years, un-
derwent various surgeries, and 
yet always maintained an infec-
tious chipper attitude.  I knew he 
wasn’t doing well; he’d lost a lot 
of weight. Now it was my turn 
to place my faith in him and his 
new skinny stature. 
You see, I’m perpetually op-
timistic. I look for the slightest 
chance of success and proclaim 
it to be destiny — as long as you 
believe.
 It’s why I love sports, there’s 
always a chance for an underdog 
to come back and seize victory. 
Kirk was the underdog, and can-
cer his opponent.
Over the past weekend, I vis-
ited him in his cold, institution-
ally tiled hospital room; he stood 
there, arms fully extended, sup-
porting himself with his “Christ-
mas tree” of oxygen, IV fluids 
and heavy pain medications. He 
hovered above a trashcan wheez-
ing. The stench of vomit polluted 
the air. He looked unwell, but I 
didn’t think it would be the last 
time I saw him.
Perhaps it’s my age or other 
immature reasons, but I main-
tained hope for Kirk. “I’ll see you 
tomorrow,” I told him as I exited 
his hospital room on Friday. 
Kirk had a series of come-
backs, and had beaten back can-
cer several times in the past. He 
embodied the underdog. I be-
lieved in him. 
That Friday night, in his hos-
pital room, as he donned a Nike 
t-shirt and Under Armor shorts, 
Kirk talked to me about, what 
else, sports. Here I welled with 
endless questions about his 
health, and Kirk took one look at 
a walking boot on my ankle and 
shared a story of his own ankle 
sprains. He had been playing 
the game of his life, lighting up 
another Minnesota high school 
basketball team on his way to 
more than 20 points in three 
quarters and then went down, 
injured. He continued sharing 
sports memories over the course 
of an hour, and I listened.
How could a guy co close to 
death exude so much life?
To Kirk’s family, Donna, Barry, 
Lisa, Bee, Bong, Josh, Elisabeth, 
Jacob and Abigail, I love you all, 
and you’re in my thoughts.  
And Kirk, I’m still listening.
erik1.anderson@umontana.edu
By Erik C. Anderson, sports editor
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Average Debt of 2011 GraduatesDEBT
From page 1
errors or a lack of information.  
The survey found 65 percent 
of Montana graduates left school 
with some amount of student debt, 
which was the 12th highest per-
centage in the country. UM, how-
ever, had only 57 percent of 2011 
graduates in debt, well below the 
national average.  
Ron Muffick, director of the Of-
fice of Student Financial Services at 
the Office of the Commissioner of 
Higher Education, said these num-
bers are similar to those compiled 
by the Montana University System. 
Still, he warned that national stud-
ies like the one conducted by the 
ICAS can be misleading. 
“Sometimes what happens is 
one school will report private loans 
and another will only report feder-
al, or one school will report gradu-
ate students and another might just 
report bachelor’s degrees, so those 
numbers can get skewed a little 
bit,” Muffick said.
However, Muffick said the Mon-
tana University System’s Board of 
Regents knows students are ac-
cumulating massive debt and it is 
searching for ways to make higher 
education more affordable. 
The Board of Regents created 
the Affordability Taskforce in early 
2011, and Muffick said it has come 
up with three main recommenda-
tions for lowering student debt. 
The Board of Regents recently 
granted $300,000 to Montana col-
leges — about $19,000 of which 
went to UM — to address financial 
literacy and teach students about 
managing loans. It is also look-
ing to increase tuition assistance 
for low and moderate income stu-
dents, as well as urging students to 
take on a heavier course load. 
“We’re really trying to encour-
age students to shorten their time 
to degree, because you can take 18 
credits for the same amount it costs 
to take 12 and that makes it much 
more affordable,” Muffick said. “Of 
course, that’s easy for me to say, but 
when you’re in school, 18 credits is 
a heck of a load.” 
While Muffick said there may 
not be a quick fix to the student 
debt problem, he insisted the issue 
is a top priority of the Board of Re-
gents. 
“I’ve worked here 20 years, and 
there’s more attention being paid 
to student debt, affordability and 
financial aid now than in any other 
year I’ve been here,” Muffick said.
austin1.green@umontana.edu
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Since the University of Mon-
tana introduced its campus to-
bacco ban last year, the Universi-
ty Center Market has lost $27,000 
in profit.
The store faces a tighter bud-
get, a reduced number of employ-
ees and raised prices, said Bryan 
Thornton, the UC Market and 
Bookstore general manager. 
Jon Aliri, acting general man-
ager of the University Bookstore, 
said the ban is not entirely respon-
sible for price increases, which 
have been caused by a number 
of different factors, including the 
recent economic downturn.
“People are making their own 
lunches now, faculty and stu-
dents,” Aliri said. “There is more 
of an incentive to save.”
On top of raising prices, the 
store is in conversation with the 
UC on lowering its rent, Thorn-
ton said.
“Everybody on campus de-
pends on money,” Thornton said. 
“One entity adjusts, and adjust-
ments are then made somewhere 
else. So if the UC reduces the rent, 
that has to be passed on some-
where.”
Aliri said the Bookstore and 
the Market pay a joint lease of 
$381,000, of which the Market 
pays $40,000 a year. The profit 
from tobacco once paid a major-
ity of the Market’s share of the 
lease.
As long as the smoking ban 
benefits the students, Aliri said 
he doesn’t mind the loss.
“Our mission statement is to 
enhance the life of the students,” 
Aliri said. “To us, it’s a little bit 
easier to cope when we know it’s 
for students. We are an intricate 
part of the campus community, 
and we will support and con-
tinue to support any policy of the 
University’s.”
The Market is a nonprofit or-
ganization and sells most things 
at a lower price than conventional 
stores. Cigarettes were never sold 
at a lower cost.
Curry Health Services Health 
Promotions Specialist  Brent Hil-
debrand said he’s seen a drop in 
smoking around campus since 
the ban. 
“I mean, you are less likely 
to be walking behind a smoker 
walking to class,” Hildebrand 
said. “We still need to discuss 
more in the future about actual 
enforcement of the policy. It’s dif-
ficult because we don’t want to 
single people out.”
Since the ban, there has been 
a drop in the number of people 
who visit Curry Health Center to 
seek help quitting smoking, Hil-
debrand said. Hildebrand attri-
butes the drop to the removal of 
smoking signs where Curry put 
up information about Quit Kits, 
a program to help students quit 
smoking or chewing tobacco. 
To  give people more infor-
mation about Quit Kits, Curry 
Health Center is passing out fly-
ers about where to find the kits. 
Free drink coupons to the Market 
are included with the flyers.
Assistant manager Tyler 
Swank said he was more then 
happy to help when Hildebrand 
approached him.
“When they contacted me, I 
was willing,” Swank said. “It’s 
an incentive to stop smoking on 
campus, a positive approach.”
Swank provided the coupons 
free of charge.
ashley.nerbovig@umontana.edu
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campus,” Dewitt said. “It 
doesn’t impact them from 
getting in. It’s just more of 
a nuisance. It just makes it 
harder for them to get into the 
building.”
Blocked ramps also prevent 
students from making it to 
class on time, said Bernadine 
Gantert, a coordinator for Dis-
ability Service for Students.
“If the bikes are there, they 
can’t even get into the building 
and facility service has to be 
called,” Gantert said. “By the 
time they get up there, class is 
over, and the students missed 
a day.”
There just needs to be more 
awareness of students, Gantert 
said.
“For Day of Dialogue, they 
are putting together some 
photographs of bikes chained 
to the ramps,” she said. “It’s 
just thoughtlessness. Imagine 
someone drives something 
like a smart car onto campus 
and parks it right in front of 
the Lommasson Center.”
The bike-parking problem 
is mostly seasonal. When stu-
dents can bike in nice weather, 
they find it harder to find plac-
es to lock up and don’t look 
where they are parking their 
bikes, Gantert said.
“Whether it comes down to 
there needing to be bike park-
ing lots, I don’t know,” Gantert 
said. “But it’s not okay when 
a student can’t get to class be-
cause of bikes blocking them.”
Students receive tickets and 
$10 fines for parking bikes on 
accessibility ramps.
ashley.nerbovig@umontana.edu
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PLEASED?
PISSED?
Write a letter.
Please email letters of 
300 words or fewer to 
opinion@montanakaimin.com 
or drop them off in 
Don Anderson Hall 208. 
Please include a 
phone number. Letters are 
printed on Thursdays.
PETRIFIED?
Montana Kaimin
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Seven students came before 
the Associated Students of the 
University of Montana Senate 
Wednesday night with the ex-
pectation that they would occupy 
one of this year’s open senate 
seats. 
The senate approved the first 
six unanimously, and they will 
serve as senators for the rest of 
the year. 
The seventh seat will remain 
empty until next week because 
Alison Wren was appointed by 
President Zach Brown but not 
recommended by the interview 
committee.    
“The president is ultimately 
in charge of making that recom-
mendation,” ASUM Vice Presi-
dent Bryn Hagfors said. 
Each candidate applied and 
appeared before the interview 
committee, which provided its 
recommendation to  Brown. 
Those appointments must then 
be approved by senate vote. The 
committee brought each candi-
date in for a second interview, 
because of the exceptional group 
of candidates, before making an 
appointment, executives said. 
The interview committee de-
clined to specify exactly why it 
did not recommend Wren as a 
potential senator. The committee 
did say its decision against Wren 
was unanimous, as was its sup-
port for another unnamed ap-
plicant. Confidentiality was the 
main reason for keeping those 
details under wraps.
Senators and executives 
agreed the heated debate would 
have been better reserved for a 
time when those candidates were 
not present. 
“This process is a little screwed 
up and should have been done 
differently,” Sen. Brandon Simp-
son said. Simpson argued the 
voting should have occurred at 
next week’s meeting, or at least 
while the candidates were out of 
the room.
Enough senators agreed with 
Simpson to table the seventh ap-
pointment until next week. 
“I hope everyone knows this 
isn’t a debate of the qualifications 
of the people in front of us,” Hag-
fors said, citing the evident capa-
bilities of each candidate.
Wren, however, had no appar-
ent objection to the debate. 
“I think it’s wonderful you 
guys are duking this out,” she 
said. “I’m really enjoying it.” 
Wren is a former ASUM senator 
and an avid advocate for sustain-
ability issues. 
Claire Chandler, Chase El-
linger, George Gaines, Andrew 
Mikkola, Sean Schilke and Mari-
ah Williams were appointed as 
senators.
ASUM also appointed Nick 
Childs to manage its social media 
presence. 
“I really want to be a part of 
ASUM because at this time, this 
is the number one moment in 
which we will need to pull to-
gether as a student body,” Childs 
said. Childs said he worked the 
past two years in social media, 
both for a major gaming com-
pany and a mobile banking com-
pany.  
In addition, ASUM passed a 
resolution encouraging trans-
parency in changes made to the 
UM Student Conduct Code. Ac-
cording to the resolution, ASUM 
urges the administration to mini-
mize the number of changes 
made to the student conduct 
code, present major changes to 
ASUM before they are published 
and submit all changes to the 
Montana Kaimin.
heather.jurva@umontana.edu
Thanksgiving, Kuhr said she 
wants UM to cut its apparel 
contract with the company.
According to the UM Ven-
dor Code of Conduct, the 
University will only conduct 
business with companies that 
adhere to international labor 
standards. 
“Human rights constitute a 
core value of this institution,” 
the code reads. “The Univer-
sity will strive to do business 
with vendors that show lead-
ership in human rights prac-
tices and that meet well-rec-
ognized international human 
rights and labor standards.”
Wilhelm said she is satis-
fied with the way the admin-
istration is handling the issue.
“I felt there was a little bit 
of resistance which is to be 
expected,” Wilhem said. “But 
I thought overall they reacted 
well at this stage … I just hope 
they follow through.”
jessica.roden@umontana.edu
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Six of seven senate seats secured
Heather Jurva
Montana Kaimin
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On Oct. 24, Caroline Ste-
phens, a first-year environmen-
tal studies graduate student 
at the University of Montana, 
picked her way through a 
long table covered with bags 
of produce.  Her allotment: 50 
pounds of onions and winter 
squash, 16 pounds of potatoes 
and some roasted peppers, car-
rots and beets.
Stephens owns a share of 
Harlequin Produce’s Winter 
Storage Stock-Up with her 
roommate and roommate’s 
partner. The share costs $100, 
or $33.33 per person, and gives 
them 100 pounds of produce 
meant to last them most of the 
winter.  Last year, Harlequin 
sold 30 winter shares. This 
year, it has sold 67.
Community Supported Ag-
riculture programs have been 
on the rise nationwide. An al-
ternative method of local food 
distribution, CSA programs 
facilitate a direct farm-to-con-
sumer relationship. There are 
at least 33 CSA programs in 
Montana alone, and more than 
5,000 in the United States, ac-
cording to Local Harvest, an 
organic and local food web-
site based in California. This 
national statistic is a five-fold 
increase from 2000, which had 
an estimated 1,000 CSAs na-
tionwide. 
To eat locally, even when 
the growing season ends, CSA 
members have been buying 
bulk produce from local farms 
to store and use during the 
winter.
So what does a person do 
with all that grub?  
“I’ll store the winter squash 
in my basement, or in the back 
of closets, where it’s cool, and 
use it as needed in soups and 
in sweet and savory dishes,” 
Stephens said. “The beets — 
maybe I’ll pickle those with 
cumin. That’s my favorite way 
to eat them. They keep well in 
the fridge, too, for a good long 
while.”
Stephens’s share supports 
local farmers over the win-
ter. Unlike farmer’s markets, 
CSAs offer a chance to invest 
in a farm.  Instead of paying 
for produce as it is purchased, 
investors pay at the beginning 
of the growing season. Farmers 
use this investment to finance 
the upcoming season.  During 
the summer, the CSAs deliver 
produce weekly.  In the winter, 
different CSAs make just one 
or a few large deliveries for the 
entire season.  
“The idea behind CSAs, the 
way it got started, is the cus-
tomer is a shareholder in the 
farm,” said Courtney Cow-
gill, who runs Prairie Heritage 
Farm with her husband, Jacob. 
“It takes more commitment on 
both farmers’ and sharehold-
ers’ parts.”
Prairie Heritage, located 
north of Great Falls, offers two 
CSAs for winter, one for grains 
and one for Thanksgiving.
Its Thanksgiving CSA, 
which has already sold out this 
year, offers potatoes, onions, 
winter squash and an organic 
Heritage turkey. Its grain CSA, 
the only one in the region, 
gives buyers 30-40 pounds for 
a half share, or 60-80 pounds 
for a full share of a “variety of 
specialty and ancient grains,” 
like farro, bronze barley and 
crimson lentils.  
Cowgill calls the process of 
getting bulk winter produce 
and storing it “eating like you 
are farming.”  
Sarah McMillan, develop-
ment coordinator for Mis-
soula’s Garden City Harvest, 
which runs four CSAs, calls 
the winter shares “grub shed 
shares.”
Garden City Harvest has 
two farms with winter CSAs. 
One of them is the Youth Farm, 
which offered a one-time drop-
off as a response to people 
wanting to buy more storage 
food.  It offered just 10 shares, 
which sold out quickly.  
“This is our first year doing 
it,” said Cori Ash, Youth Farm 
manager. 
For $150, a share includes 
130-150 pounds of crops and a 
Jack-o-Lantern.  It features on-
ions, winter squash and pota-
toes, with varieties selected for 
their ability to keep. Onions, 
for example, are cured for stor-
age by hanging for a month to 
dry out skins and necks.
The Western Montana 
Growers Cooperative, which 
has shares left for its fall CSA 
starting Nov. 1, splits its pro-
duce into three deliveries of 
storage crops.  People can also 
go online and order eggs and 
milk for an additional fee.  The 
fall shares come in one size and 
cost $230.  
For most of the winter CSAs 
offer storage and recipe tips. 
The Youth Farm’s blog has a 
post on “Storage ABC’s” and 
Stephanie Parker
For the Montana Kaimin
See GRUB, page 12
Tim Goessman/Montana Kaimin
Investing in a little piece of  produce
MISSOULA
Caroline Stephens (left), Nathanial Luffman (center) and Katie LeBlanc look at their share of Harlequin Produce 
after picking it up from the Winter CSA Storage Stock Up at Greenough Park Wednesday evening.
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Charles Janson walks onto a 
dock on Lake McDonald in Gla-
cier National Park on a frigid Oc-
tober morning.  He assembles his 
tripod with stiff fingers, squint-
ing to see the screws and levers in 
the pre-dawn light.  He points his 
200mm telephoto lens across the 
lake and snaps a few trial pictures 
to check the exposure and com-
position. 
Janson spends an hour on the 
lake, photographing the distant 
mountains, colorful woods and 
rocky shoreline.  He searches for 
wildlife, but finds none. 
Once the sun breaks through 
the clouds, Janson packs his cam-
era equipment and heads to his 
campsite at Apgar for a bowl of 
oatmeal and a hot cup of coffee. 
Janson has worked for the Uni-
versity of Montana as the associ-
ate dean of the division of biologi-
cal sciences for six years but has 
been a photographer for much 
longer.  
“I grew up around cameras,” 
he said.  
Janson grew up in Manhattan, 
where his dad worked as an art 
professor at New York Univer-
sity.  He started taking pictures 
with his dad’s old equipment and 
learned most of what he knows 
from and trial and error. 
According to Janson, his par-
ents were “pure city slickers” who 
were perfectly content as long as 
they had access to a good art mu-
seum.  Janson rebelled against 
this urban mentality early and 
started focusing on outdoor pho-
tography and wildlife studies.  
“I’ve always been attracted to 
the outdoors,” he said.
Janson remembers getting 
bored at art museums as a child. 
He would escape to the inner 
courtyard and watch fish swim 
in the pond for hours. 
“I think I must have had an 
innate interest in the behavior of 
animals, since neither of my par-
ents particularly paid attention to 
such things,” Janson said.
At Princeton University, Jan-
son majored in science and had 
no extra time for photography 
classes.  In order to keep up with 
his passion for photography and 
leave the East Coast, he devoted 
his summers to volunteering 
abroad for different research proj-
ects.
Three years in a row, Janson 
went to the Galapagos Islands 
for a field course, where he spent 
much of his time photographing 
tame animals, like birds and liz-
ards.  He also went to Peru twice 
to study the monkey community 
in Manu National Park. 
“In those and later years, I took 
a lot of pictures of just about ev-
erything — monkeys, birds, or-
chids, snakes, flatworms — since 
so much in Manu Park was novel, 
indeed much unknown yet to sci-
ence,” Janson said. 
He later attended the Univer-
sity of Washington for graduate 
school, where he met his wife, 
Rickie van Berkum.  Berkum 
studied zoology and shared Jan-
son’s passion for nature.
After graduating, the newly-
weds travelled to the Western 
states as much as possible.  
It didn’t take long for the cou-
ple to fall in love with Big Sky 
Country.  So when the University 
of Montana was looking for a new 
ecology and animal behavior pro-
fessor, Janson applied for the posi-
tion, got it and never looked back.
Living in Montana gives Jan-
son easy access to Glacier and Yel-
lowstone national parks, two of 
his favorite places to photograph 
wildlife.
Grace Ryan
For the Montana Kaimin
Charles Janson
PROFILE
Berkum helps Janson spot 
animals, and knits while Janson 
takes photos. 
“It is a match made in heaven,” 
Berkum said. 
Janson attributes much of his 
success in wildlife photogra-
phy to his experiences studying 
animal behavior.  Janson took a 
photo of a fox jumping through 
the grass in Yellowstone National 
Park — a picture he was able to 
time perfectly thanks to his edu-
cation in animal behavior.  
“I have a whole series of this fox 
just walking through the grass,” 
he said.  “But when it stopped and 
tilted its ears forward, I knew al-
most for certain that it was about 
to jump on something.  So when, 
in fact, it did so, I was ready to 
snap the shutter at the moment it 
flew.”
One of his photos — a squirrel 
monkey-jumping between trees 
with a baby on her back — was 
published in a National Geo-
graphic book on primates.
Although he has been success-
ful in getting his work out there, 
Janson’s passion still resides in go-
ing into nature and actually tak-
ing the pictures, with his wife by 
his side.
“I’m more interested in the 
process than publicizing the out-
come,” Janson said.
grace.ryan@umontana.edu
Charles Janson, associate dean of biological sciences, photographs Lake McDonald during a Wilderness 
Institute-sponsored Glacier photography course on Oct. 5.
Courtesy Photo
Behind the lens of
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In army pants, a gray sweat-
er and rain boots, Lori Elliott 
pulls a green and tan Plant-
er’s Wagon across the grass. 
Stuffed in the side tray: black 
fanny pack, gloves, weeding 
knife and an ashtray. She stops, 
positions a worn stadium seat 
cushion and sits, her hands 
combing the green tangle, 
pressing back weeds and snip-
ping summer’s last sprouts 
with a pair of orange scissors.
Elliott is an urban grower 
in Missoula County. Her crop: 
herbs. Her surroundings do 
not mirror the green saturat-
ing her yard. Down the road 
from the 18 garden rows on her 
half-acre farm is the Walmart 
on Reserve Street. Not far to 
Sarah Hyde for the Montana Kaimin
LEFT: Herbs dry on a rack in Lori 
Elliott’s drying shed. 
Urban
Sarah Hyde
for the Montana Kaimin
SEE NEXT PAGE
the northwest sits the Smurfit-
Stone mill site, a potential Su-
perfund site. 
It’s a struggle to provide sus-
tainable and organic harvests 
in this urban area. It takes inge-
nuity and a day’s sweat. Elliott 
provides both.
“I’d rather deal with the bugs 
than the chemicals,” she said. 
“It’s like my sorrel over there. 
The outside is for the bugs, and 
the inside is for humans.”
When her yard, drying shed, 
craft room and back porch 
started filling up with new va-
rieties of herbs, Elliott knew 
she had to do something with 
it all. In the 1990s, she started 
developing Urban Herbs, now 
her part-time business. She 
and her husband moved from 
39th and Russell to their future 
retirement home off Mullan 
Road seven years ago, which 
had enough space to expand 
FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
Herbs
Growing organic 
in a growing city
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Sarah Hyde/for the Montana Kaimin
Rows of herbs grow in Lori 
Elliott’s garden off Mullan Road.
Sarah Hyde/for the Montana Kaimin
Lori Elliott (right) and a customer in her drying shed on Sept. 23.
See HERBS, page 12
her retirement business, herbs.
“Now I have no veggies. Just 
some little hot peppers,” she 
said.
Companion planting, with 
lamb’s ear next to ears of corn, 
introduced Elliott to herbs. 
Herbs could improve growth, 
she said, and shield her veg-
etables from pests.  
When Elliott’s son was di-
agnosed with asthma at age 
10, and her daughter suffered 
from chronic urinary tract in-
fections shortly thereafter, she 
tried a variety of herbs to de-
flect symptoms: elecampane, 
coltsfoot and hyssop for asth-
ma, and echinacea, goldenrod 
and monarda for urinary tract 
infections. 
Elliott, however, is no ex-
tremist. Her children got better 
from a combination of herbs 
and prescribed medication. “I 
don’t believe in going against 
doctors,” she said.
Between dainty chamomile 
blooms and towering dill, El-
liott’s garden rows are filled 
with weeds. There is no mulch 
on the soil. Three growing 
seasons ago, Elliott heard ru-
mors that the local mulch she 
used, EKO Compost, contained 
traces of heavy metals and 
pharmaceuticals. She was sur-
prised.
“To me, I thought it was a 
part of the whole community 
to use clean green,” she said. “I 
was feeling good about helping 
with the whole recycling prod-
ucts.”
 Elliott researched the issue 
online and decided it was best 
to discontinue her use of the 
mulch until further notice. She 
had concerns about losing her 
local source of mulch since it 
held back weed growth. When 
members of Montana Sustain-
ability Growers’ Union visited 
Elliot, she apologized for her 
untidy garden. 
“That’s why I have too much 
grass in my plants, because I 
haven’t had a mulch to put on 
there and cut down on those 
things,” she said. 
After seeing Elliot’s garden, 
the union did research of their 
own. Results for pharmaceuti-
cals and heavy metals in sewer 
sludge came up, but nothing 
specifically about EKO Com-
post. 
Jim Carlson, Missoula’s Di-
rector of Environmental Health 
Division, said EKO Compost 
uses solid waste, which con-
tains lower amounts of metals 
and pharmaceuticals than liq-
uids. He feels the safety threat 
is low because large molecules 
cannot pass root membranes 
even if they did get through. 
“Can you find traces of 
things like caffeine, pseudo-
metaphine and reproductive 
drugs in sewages? Yes. Is it of 
significant health concern in 
this situation? That is a matter 
of personal judgement,” Carl-
son said.
EKO representative Annie 
Baylor rebutted the safety al-
legations. 
“Here at EKO Compost we 
have never had a problem with 
anybody using our compost in 
their gardens,” she said.  
EKO Compost does not sell 
or make mulch, but sells a vari-
ety of soil-amending composts, 
which is classified A grade by 
the United States Composting 
Council and Environmental 
Protection Agency. The busi-
ness uses sewage sludge from 
Missoula’s sewer plant, which 
is put through aerobic diges-
tion and fermentation before it 
is screened for microorganisms 
that carry diseases. It’s a nine-
month process, Baylor said. 
“The outcome is a safe organic 
soil that millions use for gar-
dening their vegetables and 
plants,” she said.
Members of the Montana 
Sustainable Growers’ Union 
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Senior athletes feel many emo-
tions as they begin their final year 
of competition: bittersweet feelings, 
excitement and the desire to live in 
the moment. For Lady Griz basket-
ball seniors Katie Baker and Alyssa 
Smith, it’s no different as they ap-
proach the start of their last season.
Tonight, the Lady Griz play in 
their annual Maroon and Silver 
scrimmage in Dahlberg Arena 
at 7:30 p.m., following the men’s 
scrimmage. The scrimmage is free 
and open to the public. 
“It’s really emotional when you 
think about it,” Baker said. “Just 
everything you’ve accomplished 
in the past four years, where you’ve 
come from and how far you’ve 
come. It has hit me really hard.” 
Last year, the Lady Griz lost 
their quarterfinal conference game 
against Montana State. Baker net-
ted her 1,000th career point in this 
game, but Montana lost 68-59. The 
team finished fifth in the Big Sky 
Conference, won 16 games and 
went 9-7 in conference. 
This year, the team returns five 
starters, seniors Kenzie De Boer, 
Alyssa Smith, Baker, and juniors 
Jordan Sullivan and Torry Hill. A 
strong bench returns with Alex-
andra Hurley, Kellie Cole, Maggie 
Rickman and Carly Selvig. The 
team only lost one senior, Tianna 
Ware. 
“It’s a huge upper hand for us,” 
Smith said. “We have a team that 
knows the system, has played un-
der (head coach) Rob (Selvig) and 
they have made the transition. We 
know what to expect but what is 
also expected of us.” 
The lineups will not change 
much, but the team needs to be con-
sistent in shooting if they want to be 
a threat. In 16 wins, the team shot 
41.2 percent and averaged nearly 70 
points. During the games they lost, 
the Lady Griz shot at 31.6 percent, 
with only 53.6 points per game. 
Head coach Robin Selvig re-
turns for his 35th year as the wom-
en’s head basketball coach at the 
University of Montana with a 774-
247 record. 
Officially, practices began Oct. 2, 
but the scrimmage will offer sever-
al key opportunities. For freshmen, 
it will be the first time they play in 
Dahlberg Arena in front of an audi-
ence in a game atmosphere.
Preseason polls, released last 
week, ranked the Griz No. 3 and 
Scrimmage kicks 
off hoops season
Alexandria Valdez
Montana Kaimin
Nick Gast/Montana Kaimin
Alyssa Smith (00) of the Lady Griz looks for an open pass during the second half of a 67-57 loss against 
Eastern Washington at Dahlberg Arena Jan. 26. The Lady Griz scrimmage tonight at 7:30.
BASKETBALL
Baker and De Boer were named to 
pre-season All Big Sky teams. Last 
year, Baker had a team -high aver-
age of 15 points and 7.2 rebounds. 
De Boer averaged 10.8 points and 
led the team in steals with 72. 
Baker said she doesn’t think about 
the poll, because it is “an educated 
guess, and it’s never right. 
“It’s a long road to March, and 
our goal is to host (the Big Sky 
Championship) and go to the 
NCAA tournament,” Baker said. 
“Right now it’s a day by day thing. 
Goals are to learn the plays and 
make our shots in practice. Two 
weeks from now, we’ll have differ-
ent goals.” 
The men’s basketball team will 
kick off the Maroon and Silver 
scrimmage at 5:30 p.m. 
alexandria.valdez@umontana.edu 
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The University of Montana 
cross-country teams experienced 
tumultuous times this fall, but 
the season isn’t over, and they 
aren’t quitting.
Montana will lace up its 
spikes for the second-to-last time 
this season when the team trav-
els south to Flagstaff, Ariz., for 
the Big Sky Conference Champi-
onships on Saturday. 
The race at Buffalo Park will 
take place at around 7,100-foot 
elevation, more than double the 
3,200-foot elevation the Grizzlies 
train at. 
Fifth-year head coach Court-
ney Babcock said there is a slight 
advantage for teams that practice 
and race at higher altitudes.
“Ultimately, you have to race 
where you are,” she said. “You 
can’t let it affect you mentally.”
Montana enters the confer-
ence meet without some key 
runners because of injuries. The 
women’s side was most affected 
by the injury plague, as nagging 
shin problems forced junior cap-
tain Keli Dennehy to sit out early 
in the season. Also out for the 
Griz women is freshman Lauryn 
Wate, who was expected to make 
an impact this season. 
However, the Grizzlies still 
have the dynamic tandem with 
sophomores Allie Parks and 
Carly Wilczynski. Parks finished 
12th overall at the BSC Champi-
onships last year, just seconds 
from earning All-Conference 
status. Wilczynski is Montana’s 
No. 1 runner this season and 
shows no signs of slowing down. 
Babcock said the injuries 
made the season more of a build-
ing-year for the future.
Cross-country conference finale in Flagstaff
Austin Schempp
Montana Kaimin
Taylor Romack/Montana Kaimin
The Griz cross country team practice Wednesday, Sept. 12 at Dornblaser field. The team heads to Flagstaff 
Ariz. Saturday for the Big Sky Conference Championships.
“On our women’s side, it’s 
the hand you’re dealt,” she said. 
“Like Allie said the other day, 
you work with what you have, 
and this is what you have. We’re 
going to go out there and do the 
best we can.” 
The women’s squad finished 
fifth at last year’s BSC Champi-
onships. At the start of 2012, the 
Griz were ranked third in pre-
season. Conference rival Weber 
State — the BSC’s preseason No. 
1 — is ranked 13th in the nation 
heading into the weekend. 
Babcock said she expects 
Parks and Wilczynski to be All-
Conference.
On the men’s side, the team 
also experienced the injury bug, 
but on a lesser scale. Sophomore 
Sam Willis broke his leg late in 
the season and will miss the last 
two postseason meets.  
The men, who were picked 
sixth in pre-season polls despite 
having no seniors, have found 
success running in a pack. Mon-
tana has a strong group of scorers 
in juniors Caleb Deitz and Jordan 
Collison, along with sophomore 
David Norris and redshirt fresh-
man Mark Messmer. 
Babcock said the men had a 
good race at the Inland Empire 
Classic in Idaho two weeks ago 
and are ready for this week’s 
contest. 
“I think the men have made 
some good steps, not just physi-
cally, but mentally as well,” she 
said. 
Collison said the men are 
eager to race and have a good 
chance at earning a top three fin-
ish. 
“The first four meets were 
building up to this meet,” said 
Collison, who finished three 
seconds behind Montana’s De-
itz at the team’s last meet. “This 
is what we’ve been looking for-
ward to all season.”
Babcock said both squads 
will start the race more conser-
vatively because of the elevation 
difference than previous races 
this year.
The men’s eight-kilometer 
race begins at 10 a.m., while the 
women’s five-kilometer race 
starts at 11 a.m. The Mountain 
Region Championships are Nov. 
9 in Fort Collins, Colo. 
austin.schempp@umontana.edu
GOT NEWS?
We’ve got news for you. Please send any news tips, ideas 
and press releases to EDITOR@MONTANAKAIMIN.COM.
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K A I M I N  C L A S S I F I E D S
The Kaimin assumes no responsibility 
for advertisements which are placed in 
the Kiosk. We urge all readers to use 
their best judgement and investigate 
fully any offers of employment, invest-
ment or related topics before paying 
out any money.
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.40 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.50 per 5-word line/day
R A T E S
Lost and found ads may be placed in 
the Kiosk free of charge. They can be 3 
lines long and run for 3 days.
The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. 
Prepayment is required. Ads may be 
placed at DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-
5475, email: ads@montanakaimin.com 
or call 243-6541.
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            LOST & FOUND 
Women's small purple Patagonia 
down coat with pink zipper at 
Griz Pool. 406-214-6050
    CARLO'S COSTUMES 
70 styles of tights, 65 different 
wigs, over 8,000 costume pieces, 
create your own. Rent or buy. 
109 3rd. 12-8pm
         ENTERTAINMENT 
Halloween Haul 5K Costume 
Run! When: Saturday, October 
27th at 10AM (Registration at 
8AM). Where: McCormick Park, 
Missoula, MT. Cost: Online 
pre-registration=$10, day-of=$15. 
Costumed dogs and children 
under 10 are FREE! Register 
online today at 
www.racemontana.com . Hosted 
by the UM Student Physical 
Therapy Association.
   HALLOWEEN COSTUMES 
Rent or buy 1000's of costumes, 
wigs, tights, corsets, burlesque, 
flappers, 70's, sailors, makeup, 
wigs. Carlo's One Night Stand 
109 South 3rd. 12-8 Daily. 
543-6350
            HELP WANTED 
Volunteer needed to help clean 
trailer. Pickup may be needed 
for hauling. Will provide meal. 
274-8391
The UM Tutoring Project is 
looking for volunteers or 
work-study students to tutor 
K-5 students in reading or math 
for 1-5 hours a week. Pick up 
an application at the Office for 
Civic Engagement in Davidson’s 
Honors College room 015, 
call 243-5531, or e-mail us at 
umtutoringproject@gmail.com.
             INSTRUCTION 
Spanish and Flamenco Dance 
Classes with professional 
instructor Elenita Brown. 
Beginning and Intermediate, 
Missoula. 777-5956.
   RENT OR BUY COSTUMES 
Carlo's. You won't believe it! 
1000's of choices. Come see! 12-
8pm daily, 543-6350, 109 3rd
                 SERVICES 
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Voted 
best of Missoula 2012. Student 
discounts! 136 E Broadway 
Computer Central 542-6540
M & M Driving School offering 
driving lessons. (406) 241-7219 
www.missouladrivingschool.com
        SONG OF THE DAY
Boing Clash Boom - Dada Life
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publishes recipes.  Harlequin 
Produce includes a list of how 
to store the goods.  Prairie 
Heritage has grain information 
and recipes like Farro Caprese 
Salad and Moist Cocoa Lentil 
Cake on its website. This way 
people actually know what to 
do with all their grains. 
GRUB
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With all this food being 
handed off at once, it seems like 
food waste could be a hazard.
“I think it’s probably a po-
tential problem,” McMillan 
said.  
Ash appreciates the argu-
ment.  “Definitely a lot of peo-
ple feel like, ‘Whoa, this is a 
lot of food,’” she said.  But she 
thinks that instead of causing 
waste, these bulk shares can 
promote sharing.
“You also hear people share 
a lot more with their neighbors, 
with their friends, with their 
family.”
Still, many Missoulians 
live in small houses or apart-
ments without sheds or base-
ments.  As nice as it may feel 
to eat like a farmer, for some it 
makes more sense to buy pro-
duce on an as-needed basis. 
With the opening of Winter 
Market, which will sell locally 
produced food and crafts, and 
the Good Food store, there will 
still be options.
Local produce, however, be-
comes harder to find during 
winter months.
“In March, you won’t be able 
to get onions grown in Missou-
la,” McMillan said.  
Stephens would rather not 
risk it.
“I don’t want to show up at 
Good Foods in December and 
have to buy nonlocal winter 
squash,” she said.
And she’s willing to keep 
a closet full of them just to be 
sure.
stephanie.parker@umontana.edu
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chose to discontinue their use 
of EKO Compost. For Elliott, 
losing a local source of mulch 
became an issue; since she 
stopped using EKO Compost 
three years ago, she has been 
trying to find another source. 
Tilling the soil is not an option 
since she relies on perennials 
reseeding. She needs mulch to 
hold moisture, aerate the soil 
and keep weeds at bay. 
Elliott has not found a cost-
effective or local source of 
mulch yet and is now spending 
twice as much time weeding. 
She cut costs by making top 
soil and fertilizer with her own 
compost, reusing plastic row 
covers, and buying materials on 
the way to or from her day job 
as a hair stylist — her profession 
for the past 39 years. She asked 
her neighbors to not spray any 
chemicals. For one, she bought 
a $20 vinegar-based product for 
reducing lawn weeds. She also 
makes sure her own noxious 
weeds are under control, so the 
county does not have a reason to 
come and spray her road sides. 
Besides selling herbs at the 
Saturday market, Elliott oper-
ates a pick-your-own business, 
U-Pick. Amanda Ceaser and 
Jake Whitecar, who recently 
moved to Mistsoula, visited 
U-Pick for the lower prices, 
unique varieties and the per-
sonal setting. 
“Locally, you can just ask 
people what kind of pesticides 
you use, what kind of fertiliz-
ers, what kind of practices, and 
they will just tell you,” Whitecar 
said.  
At U-Pick, Elliott sells a full 
gallon bag of the in-season 
herbs for $8. The Good Food 
Store sells a one- or two-ounce 
bunch, depending on the vari-
ety, for $2.99. 
Urban Herbs is in its third 
licensed year and still a start-
up business. This year, Elliott 
barely broke even, taking half 
of the previous year’s income, 
$1,500, for herself, while half of 
the business’s tax return, $1,500, 
went to the company’s budget. 
Elliot views her role as get-
ting the public to appreciate 
herbs and an herbal lifestyle. 
“I don’t plan to make a big 
income from this,” she said. “It 
costs money to grow.” 
According to the Communi-
ty Food and Agriculture Coali-
tion reports, 8 percent of land in 
Missoula County is good farm-
land, a share dwindling with 
subdivisions: Between 1987 and 
2007, 29,000 acres of farmland 
were either developed or taken 
out of production. Meanwhile, 
agricultural land composition 
has shifted. Between 1974 and 
2007, Missoula gained 120 farms 
that had less than 10 acres.  
For most farmers and ranch-
ers in the area, agriculture is 
no longer a great moneymaker, 
said Annie Heuscher, the orga-
nization’s Land Use Program 
manager. “A lot of them plan 
to sell their land and see that as 
the way to retire,” she said.
With the season closing, El-
liott begins to harvest the gar-
den for the last time. Starting 
with compact basil and thyme, 
she moves until catnip and cala-
mint are tied in bundles and 
hung from the roots to dry. Her 
nourishment comes from her 
home where her parents were 
raised and maybe one day her 
own children will be. Until 
then, she’ll grow a bundle of 
lamb’s ear and a few little hot 
peppers.
sarah.hyde@umontana.edu
